4700 Louoel Grove Awe.
Borth dollywood, Calif,
Cute @th Luil.

Mr. hoy L. Ijzma
1164 Tayne AvVo.
Topeks, Hansas

Daar Cousin:

Your letter of Seipt. 24th has been received. I fcel wary
grateful to receive such greetings from cne who 13 almost an antive
strouger and more conversant with my apcestors thun I om myselfa

In reply to the muny suggestionms you made, I will stiempt
to answer your questions pertaining to my Onlo kindred, etc.

I was born Sept. 2d. 184C. at Logsn, Hocking Co. CThio. Ly
rather, Isaae Ij.ms, died of some lung trouble about three weeks befors
I was born and my mother (Lueretis Allen, a native of Chio as far as
I know) dled soon after my birth, leaving me¢ an orphum before I was
twenty~{our hours old,

I was taksn into the family of my motherts aister, Urs.
Clerrisa Ldeb, who lived near Lancaster, Ohio. There I remained until
I wag four or flve years old and wasz then removed to my fadher's sister,
Hrs. Ssmial Bright, who lived near Logan, Ohlos IMr. Bright, had
4 large s ¥y of his own., My principal cccupation was chors an.
Being under the adminlstration of a guardian, I was shifted aboub from
piace to place, without any choice of a2 home, untlil I was ten years
old when I became administrator of my om affalrs.

From ncw on, 1%t was necessary for me %o earn my own living
which I did as a farm hond wherever I could get a job at 54.0.a month,
I sowed flax, harvested it, spread it out to bleach, gathersd it in,
broke and hackled and sixuched 1t ovaer a board, then pasced it thru the
reeds of the loom =and wove it into the cloth of which my clothing was
mades I worked as a farm hand until I was eightesn years old, whea
I left Chio.

Iu returning to Rushville, Chic where my ancestors lived,
my father hud two brothers, William :nd John. I only saw then cnce
when I was fourteen years old, I wisited about a weelt in the {amillies
with the children,.

! Uncle John lived n=ar [ushville on a farm, He had juita
a family 23 I remember them. The oldast ome was am old maid named Lou.
The eldest gon was Joseph. The next was Isaze, thea Williom znd Tesley
znd Vincent and Ellzabeth.

Uncle Hilliam lived in the town of Hushville, but luter
woved to Logan whers he Kept a store. Tz marrdied a Misa Xete CDtzvens.
Thelr chlldren were three daughters, 2ll of whom muoved to Washington
near Seattle, znd four scns, bdward, James, Themas, zmd Tilbur, all of
whom came west to Arizens,
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Edward married a Miss Gillesple in Calif. afterward moving
‘to Arigonz. They had four childrem tvo of vhom are dead snd twe liva
ing. The oldest one, Shdiom, has a family of five boya and lives
near Phoenix, Arizona. ’

Edvard, suffering from cerebral hemorrhage, left his home
in Arizons and czme to spend hiz last days with me. Hiz widow is still
living in ¢omfortzble circumstances at Safford, Arizon:,

My father had two slgters, Wliza, who married a Nr. Bell,
~and lived at Mit. Pleasant, Chio, and Mary Ann who married Josaeph Ijams,
who was a well to do tobacco merchant living in Kushville, Ohio,

Three chiliren were born to Mary Ann and Joseph Yjams.
Willizm Edwin, Caroline, and Joseph Henry Harrison. Meeting with fin-
ancial reverses, tha family moved west, about 1856, stopping at Spripg-
fleld, Ill., for a brief period where Rdwin completed his education,
Later, the father joined his family at Iowa City, Iowa.

Edwin founded the asylum for the deaf and dumb at Iowa City,
beginning in a small way with sixteen pupils, Later accommodating opne
bundred, His mother was matrom of the institfution. His broethar, who
was fourteen months younger than myself, was ome of the teachers., Dina
Stone, who married Edwints sister, Caroline, wag steward. The balance
of the ¢fficials were mtes. ’

Later Edwin resigned the superintendency of the asylum and
became a lscturer on religious subjects., He was physieally rather
frail but mentally wery strong. He was benevolent %o o faults Hea
never let his left hand know what his right hxd was doing. In his dis-
courses, when referring to heaven, he always spoke of the better land
whers he now is.

Joseph Henry Harrison (christened by President Harrison
himself at the motherts bedside) after the resignation of his brother
went to Washington D. C. and took a position in the deaf and dumb asylum
there under the supervision of a Mr, Galidette. Abraham Lincoln, while
inspecting the instituticn, observing Joseph's gracefulness in using
the sign language, pronounced him so compstent that he appointzd him
superintendent of the seventh oldest deaf and dumb asylum in the United
States located at Xnoxville, Tenn. EHe romained there until his death.

The Ilams, whom you mention at Knoxville, was rrobably the
son of Joseph Henry Barrison Ijams,

About 1858, I left Ohlo coming west to Towa City where I
was assoclated with my Uncle Joserh and for the following two vears
vislted the county seats of all the counties demonstrating and selling
the patents of different farming implements. By this assceiation, I
galned the confidence in myself n.cessary Yo assist in removing the
¢bstructions to advaneing civilization,

At this time the war clouds were overshadowing our home
and not being an advocate of war, jolned = company of voluntzers going
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weskard in search of goli :pd adiventursa

in the syring of 160 , we turned our daccs on tha Wissourl
siver anl started west on a very hazardous jowney wvhich l.osted exactly
four zenths to a day frog the tlse I 1.8t tho Elssowurd river to the
day 1 pltched my tent on the Pacific shose in Oregona

The e ward nover starteds It was only the strong and athletlie
and highly favored that reachsd the golden shore, [or the reasocm, long
tedious drive at Interwals, sctampeding of stocl, fightiog of Indi:ns,
fulling by the wayslde of goms of our numbers by natural causes and
slcliness, others by the hund of the assassin, the crossing of dungerous
streams, cll of which added to the tadiousnsas of the journale

About fifteen or twenty men constituted ouws orizipoel .arty.
©As we advaineod into the hostile Indian zenw, other groups Jjoinsd us for
matual protection until our comp.ay had grown to about cpns hugursd
yeople apd about twenty or thlrty Wigonla

Arriving at Hearney crossing on the Flatte river, the tax
belog 325.00 a wagon for crosaing, we declded to remaln oo the aorth
side of the river.

The gowernment pave U3 2n gscort of cpoe hundred and ten
Tinnepage Indians unders the Lleadership of a whltas mun who was called
lieutenint, These Indii.ns, who came {yom Port Renc on tha heodjuariters of
the kisscurd river, wer: in the cusbtody of the governaend and were Tall
ejulpied with horses and mwmnition. However, thay proved wmore of a
detriment thun a bemefit, because in the mornings when wa broike compy
these In.iilens vain of their coui;ment, wowld get on thelr horses and
swing out to the foothills, Them, whem we would bs -bout an pour cn
cur way, would overtane Us with ek nolse und elunging of s52dres, and
would repert Indlaons in sight, mecessltating cur goloy loto gamp tnd
preparing for an omslaught with the attending feor .nd confusion of am
aitack. Dut, the enemy never arrived.

This continuod day after day untll we came mldway bastween
Hearhey «bd Laramie to o plhee exlled Pounes Oprings whare we oampad
3 fow days to reste.

By this time the .ativnce of the entlre yarty had beccue
exhzusteds A meeting was call.d, and & resolution wos passed that we
would jush om withcout the escort. it thi: weetlng, I was chosen 23
laager of tha party, “hes I fnformed the lleutinant of our Ll .na, he
protested, saying that we were under hic protectilon und suabject to hds
crderse. However, we insisted om l:o.ving uas cur stocx were getting thin
and we wers maxing no headwaye He then sald, he vould raport us at
Fort Laramlie and hawve us arrested and prosecuted for disobedlence, Lut
the dye was ¢ast, and we informed him we woul: curry oub cur resolubion
regardless of hiy orders. He then selectsd 1 cholea horsa, saudlzd
it and rode dowm the buni of the Platte niver wolch at thiz point 1z
about a mile ond a half wide, the eutire bud telng of qulck sand, -nd
being woveble, causes ve.y swlft currehts, into one of whlch tha
lieutenant lost his hossa wad was obllged to 118, practleslly porasd,
on sk islond until morping. After bolng soverely blibsn by uosoaltoss
dpd horse flies, he wzs not Lo a very Focd humcr to maire his roport
of our condiuct at Dearwale. Sizpslling the culgraot trains on tha south
side of the river, he was eventually rsacued and was at Liranie to mest
Ul e




Gn Cloaday ooenlng we broge cam, cns
poerilous journey aceting with wory Littls o .«

deal of anxiety .3 the cnemy vsos signslling o
img um antieljpsting on sttuica at any time. Asld
&5, we arrived at Lorsaie lo sus time without

As we ueoe wlthin about four amiles of Larasmiz, about four
ofcloek in the aftarnoon, while locking cut for a camp for the nlihd,
we discovered a boly of Inilons coming from the scuth aprarently &o
maet us and being io wn amvicus frame of mind, wo were unable to diq-
eriminate betvecn fricndly .nd bhestil: In:ionz, noeegoitating our go-
ing inte ecawp apd formipg a corral os was custooory for protectlion.

Te luocedictaly sent two mon aeress the river
+0o notify the authorities ot Lorombe of ouwr plightes Hoom : a
an vaxious night, watching -md waitlng, every ncaunt expuatling Lo be
attaciked and massuersd, but the Inuisnd moved om . uletly imto toe Dillc
leaving us unmolestode, A5 soon w3 We ware abls to communic.te with
Lorcamie, we learned that these Indlons, tarese huoired stoong, sore ia
the custody of the govermment .nd bod ftsaz2n thelr horses, wmwnltion,
znd equiaent apd escs.ed fiom governmentul conirole

The charges were drojped against us »nd after the xuthovw
ities had informed us that they could give us no protection noving
lost their horses and Indiun escorts, 1o ulrad as o what @8 wicheo to
do. It was the uranimous scntiment that we continuye our jouracy r2gasd-
less of the dangers awaiting s aheads “hen as.ed who was cagtals of
the train, comecne answered Pthat white heudad boy" meining myselrl,
~nd I war therefore cozmissicmed B the government fo epcort the fraln,
to Grand Found Valley at the foot of the Bluc dountalns lo Orsgol.

Aslde froem 2 few minoer siklyrmishes with the Inclins we nro-
cgaded in a hormonious frame of mind, pooling cur interssis together
until we arriwved at Fort Hill cn the Sosxe rlver about ona hundred
ninety miles nmorth of 3.1t Lake, U@ were ri:ilng -lonpg :ibout slght
o'¢lock in the morning, the sun beamed forth with uncom-uon rewilgenc:,
thers was not o clowd in the sify, -nd nuoture secaed to be arreiose with

menkind, I was thincing of the dear cnes ot heme and wondering
if they hid set a chalrs at the table for me, when all of a suliden there
came a cloud of gorrow, and without any vwerning, bhalf of our nuaber
fell vigtim of the polsoncus arrow and tomdhaws wdelded by the hund of
the ememy. The train following us was entirely wlpad cuts Tho stoci,
lrovisicas, znd wagons of Iourteen famllliocs were faden, loaving them

deztitute, The fight losted all day until sance® when cnly o [roguont
ware left to procced on the journcey. duny, {ranble with fesr o zorred,
buried thomselves in the op.n ¢revices of thoe 1 .owvs bumes of thy rlver

cnd were lost,

After speading a2 day in xdjustlog censdtionsg spd burying

cur dead, we moved on the felloving morning cne humlred strong.

In clesing up, I huve only touch:d the high opota, hive
only scraped the suriudce, there iz oo roma in this story, il nons
to verify my statements, as thay z2r2 now In thot silent luiod aad tral-
fie runs over thelr Jdust.
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Two years later, I returnecd to Iowa City, remalning there
only three months, when I guided a second pacty to Boise, Idaho. Fronm
then on I went from one point to another thru the different statea
with gold and adventure my chief interast, nlways attracted by distant
allurements, until I fin:lly arrived in Southern Californi~ whers I
married znd ceased to wander On.

About 1870, I went to Juliep in San Dizgo County, Calif. whers
a recent discovery of gold had been made. There I met Miss Tuith Shaw,
a native of loulsiana, born 1n a tropical country wherz tender ulants
are reared and tender hearts are feund. Being robbed of her hems and
her dear ones by the cruel war, she drifted to California to meet her
two brothers with whom she lived. To be self sustaining, she taught
ihg school at Jull:n where we eventually met and were marrisd Feb. S5th.
G672 .

After my marriage it was necessary for me to change my rwuab-
ling into industry so my wife's brother and I poolad our iaterest,
built a saw mill, and supplied the commnity with lumber necessary to
build up the surrounding territory. Then tha mines begin to diminish
in value, I followed various interests, added a flour mill %o the saw
mill, had a bee aplary, and a trading post for the Indizans.

My family consisted of four children, two sons and two daughters
as follows:
Hettie Camella, born Jan. 6th 1873
Died Mar. 4th. 1882 at the age of 1lu years
Isaae Fdwin, born June 4th. 1874
Katie dsy, borm May 15th. 15678
Willlam Frederic, borm May 1llth, 1879

Isage has never married and 2lways lived under the same
roof a3 myself. .

Kztie married John Haas (born Juns 19¢th. 1867) on Nov. 15th,
1695 He died Decs llth., 10917. Of their unlon three children were
born. Addie C. born Nov. 28d. 1696. marrled to Perry Mulholland.,
Edith M. born Feb. 20th. 1898. married to Warren Hull, Earl ¥, born
~ Feb. 23d, married to Dorothy Halle

William married Marguerite Fledler in 1505 and 1s now living
near Stockton, Calif. They have four children, who represent the
ploneer type in mental and physieal qualifications. William, Helen,
Edith, and Rcbert. .

Leaving the vielnity of Julian, I moved to Santa Darbara
in 1884, remaining there about a year, when I again moved to San Fere
nandoe Valley where I now reside with my son Isaac and daughter Katie
since the death of my wife June lat. 1914.

I have dictated this letter to ons of my friends, Miss Cora
Hecker, who has kindly consented to type it. I would 1iks you to feael
at liberty to select whatever you wish that you think would be appro-
priate for your book, .
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In conclusion, referring to my own personal axperisncss,
achievements, etc., having been the wvanguard of ¢ivilization in the
Nest, I have arrlved at the place where I cease to care to wander on
and am now on the revlew of 1ife, T have outgrown the teachings of

my boyhood days of zo many different creeds and now follow the only
cne universal creed, the uplifting of man.

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) Isaac C. Ijams.
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- Covered Wagon Era Figure Passes

Funcral services were conducted Thursduy from Steen's Mort-
ary for Judge Isane C. IJanis, who came to Loa Angeles In 1865 and | ;k' .
‘ho crossed the continent three times on horseback. A

—Wisehart Phato, |[§

. | .
] X

neofthe Last of the Real = Y

'ioneers, Death of Judge ) ’

saac C. ljams Mournd By All | N

Lived in valley 04 years, Hellywood, Willlam Frederick of | .

Crocsed continent three dmes Steckion, £

 horseback. Born In Logan, Ohlo, Sept. 2, g

One uf founders of Balse, Idaho. 1840, he attended a log cabin B
Iletped bulld Fort Dougiss a: school in the weods when hia |8
Jt Bake. father was judge and merchant | &8
Catne (o this section when Lom|in the town. He first erossed the |
agehes had but 10,000 inhabi-|continent to Oregon In 1860; the

nis. second tlme to Bojse, Idaho, and B
Helped bulld San Dlego, the third ts Montana where he §
Helped (o sarvey valley, explored for two years. Judgs | §

Fought In many Indian battles.|Ifama came to  Los Angries | g
Voted for Tincoln st Boira. thuough Camp Cody, mined two
Aze wan 97 years, flve months!years In Kern county and drove
ul twlve days, n Bmule team hauling  frelpht
—— - |lrem San Pedro to Walkers .
NOWTI HOLLYWOOD — Alllsin for year. Then he spent 1
sthern Calltornia  joined  tnimonths In San Diego, Mined
m Fernando valley in mourn-|vear In Mexicn and arrived ot §
E the lose of ks most disting-[Calubasas in 1844 whers he home.
shed  plonesr  eltlzen,  Judge!steaded 160 acres, surveyed the gl oo e e
aac C. Jinms,  whose  funernlivalley and was elocted Justion o d
as helld Thursduy from Steen's{the Peace for 16 yenrs, In 1ROR | o
wpel. With many officialy und [he moved to Lankershim 1o wha
ominent  elirens present, alle now known nx Studin City
wuathiul nnd fmpresdve serdes fwhere he bought 106 agien, 1! 1
as conduciid with Hev, f I8 dted 4t his howe, 4202 Laurel f
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